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The Problem of International Judaism 


Joun F. X. Murpny, S.J. 


The text of an address which provoked national controversy after 
its delivery before the Convention of the Jesuit Philosophical 
Association on August 28, 1934, at Manresa Island, Conn. 


UST what is meant by the “International Jew?” And 
by the “Problem” of him? Is it any problem that is 
troubling him? Or is it some problem that he is causing to 
others? I presume the latter is the point. What is the prob- 
lem that the International Jew is causing to the rest of the 
world, and especially to our world. that is the complexus of 
conditions and circumstances in which we twentieth century 
civilized whites, and more especially Catholics, find ourselves. 
Certainly the Jew is ubiquitous if we don’t quite understand 
the term international in his regard. Like Chaucer’s Friar, he 
“entremets himself everywhere.” 

Hardly a land in the world is there where he is not found, 
and found with very ancient roots; China has him, though 
there he has forgotten his Hebrew, though retaining the 
“Law.” Africa has him and has long had him, as witnéss our 
own Father Joseph Williams’ “Hebrewisms of Africa.” And 
even New York City amid its dusky denizens of Harlem num- 
bers some ebony Israelites! 

He is not only everywhere in the sense of locality or space, 
he is found in every sphere of life, unlike some races who 
limit themselves to certain avocations or a certain menage. 
And he is no shrinking violet, hid behind some mossy stone; 
he has the faculty of exteriorizing himself, as the French say, 
and doing it most effectively. Wherever the Irish are, there 
is trouble, some unkindly critics are wont to say. Be this 
true or not of the Irish, and I am inclined to consider it 
something of a canard, it does seem to be true of the Brethren 
of Our Lord! Of course I am not inferring, much less main- 
taining that this is always blameworthy in the Jew. I am 
only stating what seems to me to be something of a fact. To 
be in trouble in certain circumstances, or to be causing 
trouble in others, may be a matter of extraordinary: merit 
rather than blame. 
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I may say here that though it is not in some circles 
the correct thing to cite Holy Scripture in a scientific or his- 
toric discussion, I am so much of an “obscurantist” that I 
simply can’t forego dragging in the Bible whenever it has 
any light to shed upon a question. And surely the Sacred 
Scripture, which contains all the history we possess concern- 
ing the origin and early career of this remarkable people can’t 
and shouldn’t be debarred from our discussion. Today in 
the financial world, to a certain extent in the political world, 
the educational world, the artistic world, the social world, 
the sociological world, the philosophic world, no less than in 
the religious and racial world, the Jew finds himself or is 
found under the lime-light. But whether he is so unpleasant- 
ly conspicuous as to constitute a problem remains to be ex- 
amined. So there certainly is a problem for the writer to 
settle whether the Jew is a problem. And it certainly will 
be a problem to settle in the time-limit of, a paper such as 
the present. A series of papers might better be devoted to 
the question! 

A third difficulty that the writer experienced was the 
comparative dearth of satisfactory or reliable source mate- 
rial regarding the present-day problem of the Jew. Mind I 
do not say dearth of printed matter; one has only to look 
through the manifold volumes of the “‘Readers’ Guide,” or 
“Poole’s Index,” or any guide or index to magazine or book 
literature, to see how much material has been devoted to the 
Jew, and his multifarious contacts with the Gentile world. 
But unfortunately for the purpose of the writer, little of all 
this is of value even could it be relied on. And so much is 
clearly “pure putidum” propaganda, that blank sheets would 
be as good to consult, and infinitely easier. 

So your enlightener finds himself in the position of one 
who can only indicate lines of argument, or points on which 
to be awake in the future in the hope of sometime obtaining 
data that may serve for a future paper of your own on the 
“Problem of the International Jew.” I certainly feel that he 
is a problem; that he has been a problem, I know absolutely. 
And so I find my knowledge of the past always creeping in 
to stimulate my feeling, though as a student or reader of his- 
tory, I am aware of the havoc feeling can wreak upon judg- 
ment. But a feeling based on objective evidence is not al- 
ways to be despised. And my feeling is not always against 
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the Jew; no man can read his past history, without feeling 
deeply for him, even where his reason may tell him that the 
Jew is simply bearing the human or Divine retribution of his 
acts. A member of a long oppressed and exiled race myself, 
I can’t help but feel and feel deeply for the Jew. Like Dido 
of old, non ignara mali, miseris succurrere disco. 

Of course there is no intention here of drawing up an 
indictment against every individual Jew. We do not need 
Edmund Burke to remind us that we can’t indict a race! 
We can only single out certain points that have been found 
down the ages, or are found today, to characterize such 
numbers among them as to lead to the feeling that in vary- 
ing degrees exists against them. Jews themselves complain 
of the non-Jewish attitude to the Jew, and from time to 
time attempt to fathom and explain it. Thus some ten years 
ago one of the “parlor Bolsheviki” weeklies of New York 
City opened its columns to a discussion (partaken in exclu- 
sively, I believe, by Jews) of the reasons for the unpopularity 
of the Jew. And Theodore Reinach, one of their most 
learned and prominent writers and apologists, many years 
earlier, in France, undertook to analyze and enumerate the 
causes for their ostracism. Consequently it may not be amiss 
for a Gentile to examine from a Gentile’s viewpoint the same 
topic. There is no intention here to attack or condemn; 
the idea is purely expository. If the reasons for Jewish ostra- 
cism are unfounded, it redounds altogether to their credit. 
If the reasons have a foundation in fact, it can do the Jews 
no harm to have them pointed out candidly, as this will en- 
able them to lay the basis for a true and lasting understand- 
ing between themselves and the Gentiles. I speak here, of 
course, only of those Jews and Gentiles that are sincerely 
desirous of living in amity and concord; not of the unfair and 
violently prejudiced factions to be found on either side, 
who are determined to perpetuate ancient feuds. 

Jews, while possessing certain clear earmarks so that we 
can speak of them safely in the collective sense, neverthe- 
less differ widely among themselves, not only in their atti- 
tude to the non-Jewish world, but even in their position as 
regards their own race, and above all its most cherished and 


significant possession, their religion. While not attempting 


a minute and exhaustive scientific classification, we can 


divide them roughly as regards their attitude towards their 
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Law and Faith as found in the Old Testament into “Ortho- 
dox,” “Conservative,” “Liberal” and “Radical.” By Ortho- 
dox, I mean those, mostly Russian, Roumanian, Polish, Lev- 
antine, or their representatives in western Europe and the 
United States who cling tenaciously to their ancient tradi- 
tions (though these are often based more upon Talmudic 
than Mosaic prescriptions) and still nourish hopes of the 
Messianic restoration of their people. These are willing 
enough to remain isolated; in fact they look askance upon 
the Jews who show willingness to amalgamate with the 
Goyim. The kindly-faced, long-bearded and longer-coated 
Hebrews, so often seen in the streets of New York are such. 
Though cherishing a bitter sense of the ancient sufferings of 
their race, which they ascribe unhesitatingly to the malice of 
the Christians, they often realize in their private lives, the 
virtues and spirituality inculcated in the “Law.” Under the 
hardships and discriminations that they suffer in eastern 
Europe and western Asia, they maintain their own and their 
families’ orthodoxy intact. In the more tolerant West, they 
see with dismay their ranks depleted by defections to the 
Conservatives and Liberals, and saddest of all to the Radi- 
cals! 

By “Conservatives,” we understand those who strive to 
hold to as much of their old traditions and observances as 
is consonant with the ideas of progress in the Gentile world 
around them; they surrender many of the externals that 
mark the Jews as a singular people, and at the same time 
seek to preserve the internal realities of their faith. 

The “Liberals” form a third group. who largely, if not 
wholly, emancipate themselves from the faith and observ- 
ances of Jewry. Their relation to Conservative and Ortho- 
dox Jews, is much that of the Unitarian to the Evangelical 
Protestant. Many of them are little better than deists, and 
they shade into “Ethical Culturists,” content to save the 
moral principles of their religion while sloughing off its 
dogma. Many of this group, it is said, affiliate themselves 
with the Christian Scientists, anxious or willing to find a com- 
mon basis of religious accord with their Christian neighbors, 
without undergoing the painful process of aligning them- 
selves with any form of historic Christianity. Masonry like- 
wise offers the “Liberal” Jew a means of coalescing with his 
Christian fellow-citizens. In the religion or lack of religion 
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of the various secret societies, they find a refuge from their 
isolation. 

Lastly we find the “Radicals.” These cut themselves 
utterly aloof from Judaism as a religion; often-times going 
the full distance of open atheism and anti-religion. At the 
same time, whether Communists, Socialists, Atheists, and so 
forth, and as such bitterly repudiating the God and the teach- 
ings of the “Law,” they retain a strong sense of racial fellow- 
ship, and sometimes a spirit of bitterest rancor against the 
Christian and especially the Christian Church, which they, 
too, consider the cause of all their woes. 

These four classes, while recognizable, do not exist in 
water-tight compartments. On the contrary they shade into 
one another, so that a mild Conservative may be indistin- 
guishable from a Liberal, or an earnest Conservative from a 
mild Orthodox. And so of all the others. In the same way 
all four vary widely in their attitude toward Christians and 
other non-Jews. Many of the Orthodox in their attitude 
toward the Goyim are mindful of the precept of Hillel, 
which after all is but the negative expression of the positive 
mandate of Our Lord, “Do unto others what you would that 
others should do unto you.” Genuine piety towards God 
and love for their fellow-man, Gentile included, is found 
among them. Others again maintain the fiercest spirit of 
hostility towards the Goyim. Conservatives may be friendly, 
Conservatives may be unfriendly. Conservatives may be bit- 
terly hostile. Liberals may be liberal only in their interpre- 
tation of the severity of the Jewish Law, while maintaining 
a most unliberal and even bitter attitude to the Christian and 
all his institutions. Other Liberals are intensely liberal to 
the non-Jew as well as to themselves. “Radicals” sometimes 
in shedding Judaism shed with it all antagonism toward 
Christianity; others and perhaps the largest part super-add 
the opposition of militant atheism to their previous Judaic 
anti-Christianism. They seem to manifest a racial if not a 
religious rancor toward what they consider their ancient foe. 
Then again, the natural reaction of the Jew to his Christian 
environment must enter into our discussion. Apart from 
all considerations of race, religion, and early training, is the 
treatment he receives personally from his non-Jewish fellow- 
man. In Great Britain and the United States, in the English- 
speaking world generally, there is little discrimination against 
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him, and wonderful opportunities for every species of ad- 
vancement afforded him. What wonder if here he manifests 
a more friendly attitude; in Continental Europe, where other 
conditions obtain, there is not a similar spirit of rapproche- 
ment. And this spirit of slower reconciliation is not all of 
the Christian’s making. For in being just to the Jew, we 
must not be unjust to the Christian or to the Christian 
Church. We can only indicate here as we do elsewhere in 
this paper, that the concept of the Jew as an innocent vic- 
tim of Christian malice down the ages is an untrue and an 
unhistoric one. The black marks are not found on the 
Christian score alone. The Jews have done much to draw 
down upon themselves Christian opposition and distrust. Of 
course where a spirit of opposition has existed for nineteen 
centuries, there will be much on both sides to be ashamed 
of and to regret. But the Christian must not be asked to 
shoulder all the blame, especially when the voice of true 
history shouts the opposite. Only by a just and honest 
effort to understand both sides, can there come any surcease 
of the century-old strife. And the narrow limits of this 
paper preclude any minute examination. I can only set 
forth some facts or reasons that may go to explain my point. 

To come then to our topic: Are the Jews an international 
problem? Ifso, to whom are they a problem? In what ways 
and why? Lastly is there any remedy? And what chance 
is there of the remedy being applied or used? 

To the Jew himself there is a different problem, that of 
the alleged fierce and unrelenting hatred of the Christian 
against him. To the Jew his is a martyr race, doomed by 
some unscrutable purpose of Almighty God to undergo down 
the centuries a daily and even hourly crucifixion, until such 
time as God may see fit to keep the promise He made to their 
fathers. With Maimonides of old (the 12th century) they 
repeat, “I believe with a perfect faith in the coming of the 
Messias, and though he tarry, I will wait daily for his com- 
ing.” They are perfectly convinced that all the sufferings 
and afflictions that have come upon them since the advent of 
Christianity are due purely and simply to Christian malice 
and hate. That they have ever given cause or even occasion 
for ill-treatment or antagonism is a notion absolutely to be 
scouted. Any reference to historic fact that tells against 
them, any suggestions that they could be in the wrong is 
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rejected as a Christian lie, and an additional proof of Chris- 
tian hate. That is, the vast majority of them so think; that 
is the idea sedulously inculcated into them from earliest child- 
hood. We who know the strength and tenacity of the so- 
called Protestant tradition in history can perhaps understand 
how the Jew can drink in his own view of his centuries-old 
suffering and unhesitatingly style it unmerited persecution. 
Then when we consider the extent and bitter character of his 
hardships down the ages, we can readily see how he can de- 
ceive himself. All men are prone to see things in a light favor- 
able to themselves; and a fortiori the Jew who keeps so much 
by himself or is forced to do so by a hostile world, 

Protestantism has done much to foster this notion of the 
Jew as a poor, unoffending creature shrinking humbly from 
Catholic arrogance, bigotry and truculence. Just as Prot- 
estant writers have chosen to picture the heretic as the un- 
fortunate and innocent victim of fierce Catholic intolerance, 
they have likewise given a caricature of the réle of the Jew in 
Catholic lands down the ages. A few like Green in his history 
of England have indeed remarked upon the ludicrous dis- 
similarity of Walter Scott’s picture of the Jew, Isaac of 
York, to the actual facts of the Middle Ages. Thus the 
Jew then was not craven or humble but over-bearing and con- 
temptuous to his Christian neighbor, relying on royal and 
papal protection to save him from the consequences of his 
arrogance. 

What wonder, then, that if the Jew finds himself depicted 
by a great body of Protestant writers as a victim as well as by 
his own co-religionists, he believes it implicitly. 

Now, however, that the wall of separation has in some, 
if not in great, measure been broken down between the Gen- 
tile and the Jew, and that the latter is attending higher in- 
stitutions of learning where the old shibboleths are no longer 
in honor, he is learning a little of the real facts of history, 
and coming to admit that there may be two sides to the pic- 
ture. Darmesteter, a foremost authority on their side, in his 
book “The Prophets of Israel” says, page 183, “The hatred 
of the people against the Jew is the work of the Church. It is 
the Church also that alone protects him against the madness 
that it has unchained.” Others again, but a very small num- 
ber, like Jacobs, professor in the New York Jewish Seminary, 
are ready to admit that the Jew has done something, if not 
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much, to bring down upon him Christian wrath and dis- 
crimination. But such views are like hen’s teeth or pigeons’ 
milk; like black swans or white crows; phenomena actually 
occurring, but marvelously rare. 

Now we Catholics must be on our guard not to be too 
ready to admit evil of the Jew, nor too slow to admit evidence 
in his favor. We must not fall into the habit, as not a few do, 
of sinning against others in precisely the fashion that we de- 
plore when we are sinned against. We must not imitate in 
regard to the Jews the methods of the Protestant tradition 
in our regard, i. e., we must not be Tom Watsons or Tom 
Hefflins or Franklin Fords in our handling of evidence or what 
is offered as evidence. Too many of our European brethren 
are ready to believe anything, no matter how unfair or un- 
founded against the Jew, the Freemason, or the Anti-Clerical. 
For this reason we must be on our guard against the hideous 
accusations so often hurled against the Jew by foreign Cath- 
olics whose anti-Semitism makes them as hysterical when the 
Jew is mentioned as the craziest A. P. A. or K. K. K. in our 
land could be at fancied machinations of Rome. 

We shall not, however, be going wrong if we turn to the 
inspired Word of God to learn about the Jew in his first be- 
ginnings. And even those who question or deny the Sacred 
Scripture as the Word of God must and do accept them as the 
work of bona fide Jews of antiquity. So if God is not speak- 
ing to us through them, the ancestors of the Jews are. They 
can not be dismissed as biased against themselves; biased in 
their own favor they may be, but not against. And what a 
picture the Old Testament gives of the Jews for several cen- 
turies, for the whole pre-Christian epoch indeed! Fierce, 
truculent, unforgiving, coarse, sensual, crafty, cruel. Holy 
and virtuous Jews, there are also to be found within the 
covers of the sacred volume; men and women. of marvelous 
spiritual insight; men and women who were the progenitors 
of our own Blessed Mother and Our Dear Lord and whose 
lives foreshadowed the wondrous Offspring that was to come. 

But when all is said and done one rises from the perusal 
of the Sacred Text with an unfavorable notion of the Jew, 
except where and when he is under the immediate influence of 
mighty grace. It is little wonder that the Puritan of old and 
the Cromwellian trooper were men of such unpitying and 
grim character since they were largely if not entirely formed 
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on the model of the Old Testament Jew. And we must not 
forget that it is the truculence of the minatory Psalms and 
the savagery of the Jews in combat with their opponents that 
have given so many of the refined Anglicans of the nineteenth 
century the notion that the Scriptures as we have them are 
not and can not be the actual Word of God. Now the advent 
of our Blessed Lord did not work any complete or miracu- 
lous change in the whole ethos of the Jew. Certainly not 
in those who rejected him! What the Jew was in Holy 
Writ, su’h we may justly expect to find him down the ages: 
good and had, just and unjust, mercilessly cruel and mar- 
velously « :d. Of course all races have their good and 
bad, their ‘el and their kind. That is an easy generaliza- 
tion. But ce Jew and the Semite in general in the pages of 
both divine and human history seems to have been fierce and 
sensual beyond the Aryan, though no race has a real monopoly 
of vicious or virtuous propensities. With a tremendous ca- 
pacity for spiritual insight and spiritual growth, there seemed 
to be conjoined a fierceness and intensity of character that 
might almost serve as their differentia specifica. 

Perhaps this fierce clannishness of the Jew and the inten- 
sity and tenacity of his character are the reasons God had for 
picking out the Jews to be His chosen people, to keep alive in 
a pagan world the true notion of the Divinity and prepare a 
seed-bed for the teaching of the Messias when He should 
come. Certainly no spineless race of whey-faces could have 
preserved God’s revelation as the Jews, always supposing 
God’s grace, managed to do. And God always chooses fit in- 
struments for His work. 

And lest I or any other similarly minded Catholic may be 
thought to be unwilling to admit good and great good in the 
Jew, individually and collectively, our unstinted admiration 
and adoring love of a Jewess that causes us to be accused of 
Mariolatry, and our unwavering faith in the literal God-head 
of a Jew, Our Lord Jesus Christ, are sufficient answers. 

Here in the intense clannishness of the Jew we may find 
the root-element of his character that makes him a problem 
today as the Ancient Romans found him of old, being forced 
to make of him an exception to their general policy of uni- 
versal assimilation and levelling down. St. Paul, a Hebrew 
of the Hebrews and a Pharisee of the Pharisees, as he calls 
himself, says of the Jews of his time, I Thessalonians, 2-15: 












390 PROBLEM OF INTERNATIONAL JUDAISM 





“They please not God and are contrary to all men.” And in 
recent times their great historian and apologist, Darmesteter, 
admits that they have ever been a thorn in the side to Chris- 
tians, that from the very beginnings of Christianity they have 
been a force of negation and opposition, not only themselves 
opposing Christianity but supplying material to authors who 
are not themselves Jews, from Celsus in the second century to 
Voltaire in the eighteenth, and we might add to other authors 
ever since. 

Other races are accused of being clannish; indeed all races 
are infected more or less with it. Clannishness would seem 
to be of the very essence of nationalism or nationality. But 
no people have ever quite equalled the Jew in this respect. 
And the reason is not far to seek. Judaism is both a religion 
and a race; and a religion and a race that are of their very 
nature exclusive. God perhaps will be blamed by some for 
helping to make them so. The commands He gave to Moses 
and to them made them a peculiar people whose religion was 
wrapped up in their race and whose race was identical with 
their religion. The intermarriage that was once forbidden 
them, they have still continued to observe. Other peoples 
may be separated from us by race, but they are united by re- 
ligion. They may be divided from us by religion but they 
are united by race. And Jewish race and religion seem to 
involve social and other differences, such as are not in- 
volved among peoples living in close contiguity. Then when 
we come to other sources of hostility, such as the Jew’s un- 
canny facility for accumulating coin, the full force of this re- 
ligio-racial identity is clearly realized. 

For with all respect for superior judgment, the speaker’s 
opinion is that generally the opposition to the Jew is more 
often economic that either racial or religious. But economic 
reasons for opposing the Jew when added to his almost abso- 
lute unassimilability proves the real and almost insurmount- 
able cause for his harsh treatment. For instance, the Jew is 
not the only man gifted with economic or commercial acumen. 
The Jew in the Levant is notoriously inferior to the Greek as 
the Greek is to the Armenian. The old adage has it, that it 
takes seven Jews to outwit in a business deal one Greek, just 
as it requires seven Greeks to get the better of an Armenian. 
Or to put it in terms of the Occident, there was never but one 
Jew in Scotland, and he died of starvation! But we don’t 
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feel towards the Scot or Armenian as toward the Jew. Of 
course we don’t meet the Armenian as often as we meet the 
; Jew. But it is not unfamiliarity that is at the bottom of the 
difference. Ultimately it is that the Scot, and the Greek and 
5 the Armenian is assimilable, even if not yet assimilated. If is) 
) not sharing our character, there is no insurmountable barrier 
) to their doing so. With the Jew most men feel that there is 
5 an unbridgeable gap. The Jew has lived with the Christian 
for centuries and there is still the chasm to be filled up. Only 
; when the Christian has lost his Christianity and become an 
anti-clerical, does he feel that he can perfectly fraternize with 
the Hebrews; and often then he doesn’t. It is no secret that 
many a fierce and implacable anti-clerical is likewise an ex- 
tremist at Jew-baiting. And while many liberal and reformed 
Jews, at least in Great Britain and the U. S. A., willingly s 
fraternize with the Nazarenes, the great part of them, in Con- ef 
tinental Europe at any rate, retain from their former Judaism : 
only their burning hatred of Christianity. There is unmis- 
takably a deep gulf fixed between the Jew and the Gentile. 4 
The Jew certainly recognizes it by the common name ti 
which he has for all of us,no matter how we may differ among 
ourselves. To him we are all Gentiles, lesser breeds without 
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the Law. But he is severed from us in many ways which will 

) be pointed out as the paper progresses. Other peoples no 4 
matter how vast the difference between us, are ultimately as- a 
similable, and the Jew is felt to be not. Hence the gulf that 2 


divides us. And it is this that superadded to the various cir- 
cumstances that are wont to separate peoples, that makes the 
Jew so peculiarly a thing apart, so that though we may have 
individual friends among them, the race is nevertheless felt 
as something aloof. And when as they so often do, the Jews 
acquire an undue amount of the wealth, the honorable posi- 
tions and the power of a land, sooner or later, murmurs are 
heard at the monopoly which the stranger has acquired. For 
to so many, strangers they ever seem to remain. 
I have said above that the economic is the chief motive 
for the opposition to the Jew. Today he seems to possess an 
: uncanny power of acquiring an undue amount of wealth and 
that often in the most surprisingly short time. He was not 
; ever thus. Though the early Semites of Babylon and Phoeni- 
cia and Carthage were essentially commercial; the ancient 
: Jews, like the Arabians and Assyrians, their other cousins, 
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were not so much given to trade as they were to war and the 
pastoral and agricultural life. But after their national life 
was snuffed out by the Romans and they themselves dispersed 
throughout the Empire, the ingrained though as yet untried 
instinct of the Semite for commerce asserted itself, and they 
became henceforth a race of traffickers and money-lenders. 
Modern life has produced the banker, the offspring of the 
money-lender of old. In Christian lands the Jew is chiefly 
a business man, a middle-man, rather than a producer. The 
profits are greater and the risks less. Moreover the Jew seems 
everywhere able to take advantage of the established commer- 
cial and industrial habits or customs of a land in such a way 
as to get, so it is claimed, an unfair advantage over the native 
who does keep to established rules of the commercial game. 
Soon the Jew finds himself wealthy where others have only a 
modicum. Middlemen never have been popular. The Mid- 
dle Ages had some novel and drastic ways of dealing with 
them. So the Jew finds himself the subject of suspicion and 
distrust that sometimes terminates in violence. Who are 
these aliens that have cornered all our wealth, is soon the 
cry. Certainly one great, if not the greatest reason of the 
unpopularity of the Jew in Medieval Catholic Europe, was 
his economic strangulation of every land he was allowed 
freedom in. And then this, added to religious and racial 
haughtiness and exclusion, operated on the medieval mind 
with such reactions as popular uprisings against them. One 
item will show something of their financial rapacity. When 
they were readmitted to France in 1360 after an expulsion of 
some years duration, it was on condition that they charge no 
more than sixty per cent interest! 

Wealth increases, as rich people know, by geometric 
rather than arithmetic ratio. Once started on the road to 
wealth, they wind up by accumulating an undue amount of 
the total wealth of a land in their hands. From local bankers 
on a small scale they become big bankers; and from that to 
the position of international bankers, controlling the wealth 
of the world and dictating practically its policies, is an easy 
step. I do not say that they always make an unfair or odious 
use of their wealth or their opportunities. But their exclu- 
siveness makes them the natural object of envy, and hatred 
soon comes to dwell on their doorstep. Aristides was hated 
and exiled for his fancied monopoly of justice. 
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Even when they do make an unjust use of their wealth 
or their opportunities, it is not always the Christian that is 
the victim. Some of the worst sweat-shops in London, New 
York and elsewhere are owned by Jews and manned or 
“womanned” by poorer Jews. But it is popularly believed, 
and there is something in the assertion, that the untutored 
Christian is no match for the Jew in the intricacies of busi- 
ness. So to protect the helpless Moujik in Russia and similar 
classes elsewhere, discriminating laws are made against the 
shrewder Israelite. These laws may amount to practical 
persecution but in the interest of the vastly preponderating 
number of the native folk. Protection of the helpless is after 
all one of the primary ends of government. But it is here 
not the question of the persecution of the Jew that we are 
concerned with as his being a problem to the native popula- 
tion and the world at large by his super-successful accom- 
plishments in annexing such a disproportionately large 
amount of the national wealth. 

Not only in acquiring wealth are they blamed as excessive. 
In obtaining the profits that spring from gifts of intellect they 
constitute in many lands, if not everywhere, a problem. We 
hear reports from several European countries of exclusion 
in whole or in part of Hebrews from university life. Ratios 
for the attendance of Jews at state institutions of learning, 
especially those that teach gratuitously; ratios even for the 
Tewish professors, and Jewish members of the learned pro- 
fessions are mooted, and sometimes enforced. In defense of 
Hitler it is urged that in Germany though the Jews are 
only one per cent of the population—600,000 out of over 
60,000.000—they fill fifteen per cent of the professoriates, the 
medical and legal professions, and the lucrative government 
offices. And the disproportion is greater, it is averred, 
wherever the native population is less college-minded than in 
Germany, and that is pretty much everywhere. This large 
share in the learned life and professions of the world is not 
said to.be attained by unfair means; merely by the fact that 
Jews in greater numbers go to the institutions of learning, 
and study harder as a class when they are there, leaving to 
their Christian fellow-students such academic distinctions as 
athletics, etc., may afford. Fordham University in New 
York is a splendid example of Jewish earnestness and Chris- 
tian apathy in university or college life. City College in 
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New York is another more striking instance of the push of the 
Jew and the indifference of the Gentile. Already the profes- 
sional life of the great metropolis is surcharged with He- 
brews, and the disproportion is steadily on the increase. We 
may yet hear of a Jewish problem in our own America. And 
that it may become a genuine one, we may conjecture from 
the different ethical outlook of the Hebrew. Yet it is hard 
to exclude the Jew from higher education simply because 
he makes a better use of his opportunities. 

We now come opportunely to the different intellectual 
and moral ideals of the Israelites. His is the ideal of the Tal- 
mud rather than of the Gospel. For though ostensibly cling- 
ing to the Old Testament, nevertheless through the whole 
Christian period, or at any rate ever since the text of the 
Talmud was established, the Jew’s life has been regulated by 
that. And the ideal of the Talmud is not that of Christ Our 
Lord. And all Christians must adhere to Christ’s, and feel 
out of order in any other. If Jews adhered to Mosaic Law 
as they pretend, the discrepancy would not be so marked. 
But the modern Jew is more ruled by the Talmud and the 
various observances and ideas that crept in during the Middle 
Ages than he is by the solemnly proclaimed commands of 
Moses. To indicate briefly some of the differences between 
the Ethics of the Gospel and that of the international Jew, 
I recall a Boston rabbi in my youth, who aroused comment, 
but was sustained by his brethren, when he sneeringly com- 
pared the spirit of Christian love and sacrifice with the “sane 
selfishness” of the Jew. Jewish ethics have too much in 
common with the self-regarding impulses of Herbert Spencer 
than they have with the whole-hearted abnegation of self 
counselled by Our Lord. 

Moreover the Jew owing to his century-old antagonism 
with historic Christianity is prone to take up with any and 
every new speculation that seems to threaten her hold. 
Every new system of non-Christian philosophy has received 
the support of liberal Jews. Heine for instance in his open 
scheme to abolish Christianity threw himself and all his 
genius into the arms of August Comte and Positivism. 
Spinoza, though personally a most pious man, nevertheless 
lent the force of his really great genius to Pantheism; and so 
on ad infinitum. None of these ever really weakened by him- 
self the outposts of Christianity, but all of them by lending 
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their aid to one after another of the various isms that have 
afflicted Europe since the Protestant Reformation have had 
their share in unsettling the mind of Europe, philosophically 
as well as theologically. 

But it is as the exponents of revolutionary thought that 
they have been a real problem to the conservative mind. 
Karl Marx, Ferdinand Lasalle, Frederick Engels are but a 
few of the able Jews who devoted their undivided attention to 
the cause of scientific Socialism. The names of the lesser 
luminaries are legion. From these down to Herr Most and 
Emma Goldman, every kind of revolutionary scheme, politi- 
cal or social or sociological, has seen Hebrews among its most 
ardent advocates. And over these non-Christians Christian 
notions have no control. Rather they invade the field of the 
Church and carry off triumphantly a host of weak-minded 
or ill-instructed Catholics in every land. Jews are said to be 
behind the present Soviet government of Russia; but we are 
too near the Soviet in time to be immune from the errors of 
hostile propaganda, for me to attempt to talk categorically 
about it. But Jews certainly were behind the revolutionary 
outbreaks in Russia after the Russo-Japanese war. In fact 
according to Dillon, at that time the greatest newspaper 
correspondent in the world, the pogroms which began to be a 
feature of Russian life were largely occasioned by the desire 
of the government to get back at the Jew for his immense 
share in the Revolution. 

Outside the sphere of property and government, Jewish 
thought has been a disturbing element. Sigmond Freud has 
done such incalculable harm in upsetting so much of the old 
Christian standards of morals even among Catholics—and we 
have not seen the end of the mischief yet—that he may 
safely be included among the features of the Jewish problem. 

Never having admitted the Divinity of Our Lord, and 
today denying it as vigorously as ever (though ceasing from 
their bitter hostility to Him), the Jews in general make use 
of any and all of the fool-theories of Christian Modernists 
and their worst blasphemies and give them additional cur- 
rency. They are thus a further force in the field of anti- 
Christian dogma. 

Practically in every European land Jews are found as 
abettors of the anti-Clericals. This does not tend to recom- 
mend them to Christian favor. Conservative Jews on the 
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other hand are often found in alliance with their Christian 
neighbors. The Catholic Centre Party of Germany had a 
Jewish candidate; Poland showed favor to Orthodox Jews, 
while laying a heavy hand on the Radicals. A Jew is said 
to be a member of the Irish Free State Cabinet, a reward for 
the devoted service to ihe cause of Irish liberty during the 
dreadful days of the “Black-and-Tans.” 

In this connection a word (want of space forbids more) 
may be said ‘concerning Jewish patriotism. It is an old 
charge that Jews show no patriotism. Yet we must remem- 
ber that seldom in the past had they anything to be patriotic 
to. It’s almost against human nature to: be patriotic to a 
land that persecutes one and treats one as an alien. In 
English-speaking lands and even in Germany, once they 
attained emancipation and political rights, they showed 
themselves fervently devoted to the land of their adoption. 

In addition, unorthodox and irreligious Jews do an im- 
mense amount of harm by their lack of morals in their im- 
mense influence upon the stage, the movie, the radio, and 
above all the daily press. But all this would need a volume 
to unfold. But everywhere we see the unbridled lust for 
gain inducing them to prostitute agencies in themselves 
capable of vast amount of good for mankind into instru- 
ments for debasng the taste if not the morals of the multi- 
tude. 

Of the power they exert over the press and through the 
press, reams might be written, but must depend on yourselves 
to supply from your own knowledge, what space does not per- 
mit me to say now. One word I shall add: If in America they 
make no attacks upon the Church in their press, this action 
of theirs is not imitated in Europe, where frequently the 
Jewish press is the most virulent and persistent in the ranks 
of the enemies of the Church. And even in America there 
are traces of unfriendliness in Jewish-owned journals. Thus, 
the New York Times, the property of Mr. Adolph Ochs, can 
make the heavens ring with denunciations of cruel discrim- 
ination against the Jews of Germany, while assuring the 
Editors of the America that it has no information concerning 
the twenty-year old frightful persecutions of the millions of 
Catholics in Mexico. And its motto is: “All the news that’s 
fit to print!” 

As in Socialism, one of the great international foes of the 











A) a 


i, el 








PROBLEM OF INTERNATIONAL JUDAISM 397 





Church, so too in Masonry, in Europe, another arch-enemy, 
are they most numerous. In Europe you may say they 
are aut Socialistae aut Masones, semper autem anti-Catholici. 

Even where morals are not involved they are antagonistic. 
Our Christian civilization in its esthetic and many of its 
cultural sides is derived from the classic culture of Greece and 
Rome. Of this the Jew gua Jew knows nothing and generally 
speaking cares less. Individual Jews have become captivated 
by the glory of Greece and the grandeur of Rome. Heinrich 
Heine and Loeb, who left the funds for the publications 
known as the Loeb Library are indeed glorious exceptions, 
but taking them by and large, the Jews have not cottoned to 
the classics. 

Is there any solution to the problem? Some will say: 
“Yes, let the Jew cease to be a Jew.” If by this is meant 
they must strip themselves of racial and religious feelings 
and attachments, it is an unfair and unreasonable solution. 
If it is meant that they must lay aside hostility to the Gentile 
world, it is only what reasonable Jews themselves would 
advocate and practise. 

Of course, conversion to Christianity would be ideal! 
Our Divine Lord was in His Human Nature a Jew; Our 
Blessed Lady was a Jewess. The twelve Apostles were all 
Jews. And down the ages Jews have made the most mag- 
nificent and devoted converts. What after all, is Chris- 
tianity, but the Divine Fulfillment of the promises made to 
the Patriarchs and Prophets. Jewish history as contained in 
the Old Testament is simply inexplicable except on the basis 
of the truth of Christianity. The Jew in becoming a Chris- 
tian graduates into the religion of which his own was in the 
Divine Mind only the forerunner and “prep-school.”’ Ac- 
cepting the Messias, they fulfill their racial and religious end. 
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Papal Concordats 


Reprinted from the Indiana Catholic and Record 
in the issue of September 21, 1934. 


ONSIGNOR ANGELO PERUGINI, Secretary of Latin 

Letters to His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, and Professor 

of Public Ecclesiastical Law in the Pontifical Institute 

Utriusque Juris in Rome, has just published a volume edited 

by the Institute, in which are collected all the Concordats 
at present in force. 

The principal part of the volume is formed by the Con- 
cordats concluded under the Pontificate of Pope Pius XI, 
which had been published in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis, but 
which had not been previously collected in a volume, al- 
though they form the principal body of the concordatory 
jurisprudence now in force. In a short preface, the author 
of the compilation recalls how after the end of the Great War 
most of the heads of States wished to establish relations and 
conclude diplomatic pacts with the Holy See. 

This work, begun in the Pontificate of Pope Benedict XV, 
was for the most part executed and developed accordiing to 
the exigencies of the political changes under the Pontificate 
of Pope Pius XI, during which eighteen diplomatic Conven- 
tions already have been concluded. The author has faith- 
fully reproduced them in his book, preceding them with 
historical notes which explain the origin and bearing of each. 

The documents published in this book are: 

The Concordat with Latvia, concluded on May 30, and 
ratified on November 3, 1922. 

The Concordat with Bavaria, concluded on March 29, 
1924, and ratified on January 24, 1925. 

The Concordat with Poland, concluded on February 10, 
and ratified on June 2, 1925. 

Two agreements with France concluded on December 4, 
1926, regarding the liturgic honors to be rendered to the 
representatives of France in the countries where the French 
protectorate in the East is in force and in the countries where 
the “capitulations” are abrogated or not applied. 

The Concordat with Lithuania, concluded on September 
27, and ratified on December 10, 1927. 

The Modus Vivendi with Czechoslovakia, concluded on 
December 17, 1927, and ratified on February 2, 1928. 
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The diplomatic Convention with Portugal concerning the 
Dioceses of India, concluded on April 15, and ratified on 
May 3, 1928. 

The Convention with Portugal concerning the Diocese of 
Meliapor, concluded on April 11, and ratified on June 29, 
1929. 

The Treaty, Financial Convention and Concordat with 
Italy, concluded on February 11, and ratified on June 7, 
1929. 

The Concordat with Roumania, concluded on May 10, 
1927, and ratified on July 7, 1929. 

The Agreement with Roumania concerning the interpreta- 
tion of Article 9 of the Concordat, concluded on May 20, 
1932. 

The Concordat with Prussia, concluded on June 14, and 
ratified on August 13, 1929, 

The Concordat with Baden, concluded. on October 12, 
1932, and ratified on March 11, 1933. 

The Concordat with Germany, concluded on July 20, and 
ratified on September 10, 1933. 

The Concordat wth Austria, concluded on June 5, 1933, 
and ratified on May 1, 1934. 

Monsignor Perugini has added in the appendix to his 
book the Concordats and diplomatic pacts that, besides those 
mentioned during the Pontificate of Pius XI, are still in force 
between the Holy See and the various civil powers. These 
include: 

The agreement concluded in 1828 between Pope Leo XII 
and the Swiss Cantons of Lucerne, Berne, Soleure and Zug. 

The agreement concluded on November 7, 1845, between 
Pope Gregory XVI and the Swiss Canton of St. Gall. 

The Concordat concluded on March 28, and ratified on 
May 10, 1860, between Pius [IX and the Republic of Haiti. 

Three Conventions dating from 1884 to 1888, between 
Pope Leo XIII and the Ticine Canton. 

The Convention concluded on September 1, and ratified 
on November 29, 1884, between the Swiss Cantons of Lu- 
cerne, Zug, Soleure, Basle, Arjovie and Turgovie. 

The Concordat concluded on December 31, 1887, and 
ratified on July 5, 1888, between Pope Leo XIII and the 
Republic of Colombia. 

The agreement with England concerning the election of 
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Bishops on the Island of Malta concluded by Pope Leo XIII 
in 1890. 

In 1919, under the auspices of Pope Benedict XV, the 
Vatican Printing Offices published a complete collection of 
the Concordats on ecclesiastical matters concluded through- 
out all ages between the Holy See and the civil authorities. 
The edition was prepared by the Prefect of the Vatican 
Archives, Monsignor Angelo Mercati, who, in the revision 
of the texts and in the compilation of the notes reconstructed 
the original documents and kept note of variations of some 
importance with exact historical and literary fidelity. 

Thus a big volume was published in which are collected 
133 pacts from the Bull of Pope Urban II who, on July 5, 
1098, conferred the Legazia of Sicily on Roger, Count of 
Calabria, down to the Concordat concluded by Pius X, on 
June 24, 1914, a little more than a month before the out- 
break of the Great War, with King Peter of Serbia. 

To glance over the pages of this most important collec- 
tion is to recall the most beautiful and dramatic pages of 
the history of the Papacy, as in all the documents between 
the Pope and the Emperors in the struggle of the Investi- 
tures, the Concordats of the Council of Constance, the abo- 
lition of the “Pragmatic Sanction,” the Concordat with 
France between Leo X and Francis I, all the many Concor- 
dats with the Sovereigns of Spain, Portugal, Sardinia, Aus- 
tria, Bavaria concluded in the eighteenth century, the famous 
Concordat of July 15, 1801, between Pius VII and the First 
Consul Napoleon Bonaparte, all the other Concordats of the 
nineteenth century with Switzerland, Sardinia, Russia, Aus- 
tria and the Republics of Latin America, to the diplomatic 
conventions of Pius X. 








